TO  the  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the 


ALTO  FT  S URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

6 

Gentlemen  : / 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1919. 

The  population (Census  1911)  -was  4689, 
estimated  for  1919  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  purposes 
of  death  rate  4929  birth  rate  5135. 

The  District  is  situated  on  the  Southern 
slope  of  the  Calder  Valley  and  has  an  area  of  1838  acres. 

The  boundary  on  the  North  and  West  is 
formed  by  the  River  Calder,  on  the  South  an  ' Bast  by  the 
Ashfield  and  Choke  Churl  becks.  The  highest  point  175  feet 
above  sea  level  is  situated  about  a mile  from  the  western 
end  of  the  district  and  the  lowest  50  feet  above  sea  level 
at  the  extreme  eastern" end.  Several  coal  seams  run  through 
the  district,  the  working  of  which  h'-s  and  is  causing 
continued  subsidences  resulting  in  damage  to  buildings,  drains, 
waterpipes  etc.  The  Inhabitants  are  chiefly  employed  in 

coal  mining,  railway  and  agricultural  work.  Unemployment  is 
rare  and  very  little  Poor  Relief  is  necessary.  One  conspicuous 
feature  of  the  District  is  the  large  number  of  Allotments, 
the  cultivation  of  which  reflects  very  great  credit  on  the 
occupiers. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Wakefield 
Corporation.  There  is  no  scarcity  and  owing  to  its  * treatment” 
no  cases  of  lead  poisoning  now  occur. 

Drainage  and  sewerage  are  adequate. 

Privies  with  open  middens  number  39. 

Pail  or  Tub  closets  16,  Privies  with  covered  middens  601. 
Water  closets  398.  Waste  water  closets  12. 
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During  the  year  4 privies  were  converted  into 
water  closets.  The  abolition  of  privies  is  an  urgen 

need  and  every  endeavour  should  be  made  by  the  Council  to 
secure  this  reform. 

Tipping  is  still  resorted  to  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse.  The  employment  of  such  an  ancient  method  is  no 
credit  to  us  and  1 strongly  advocate  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  destructor  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Milk  supply  for  the  district  has  been  well 
maintained,  only  seven  Priority  Certificates  having  Less 
issued.  The  general  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  is  ^o derate. 
Slaughter  houses  number  four  and  are  out  of  date.  The 
provision  of  a central  modern  abattoir  would  be  a great 
advantage.  One  carcase  of  beef  was  condemned  and 

destroyed.  No  prosecutions  took  place  under  the  Pood 

and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Elementary  Schools  were  visited  on  many 
occasions.  In  July  children  under  five  years  of  age 

were  excluded  from  the  Colliery  Infants  School  owing  to 
the  occurrence  of  German  Measles,  until  after  the  August 
holidays . 

In  October  owing  to  a further  outbreak  infante 
under  five  were  excluded  from  the  National  School  , for 
three  weeks;  those  above  five  being  excluded  for  five  days 
after  an  interval  of  nine  days. 

No  centre  for  Paternity  and  Child  'el  fare  exists 
at  present,  reliance  being  placed  on  house  visiting  by  the 
District  Nurse. 

During  the  year  2643  general  nursing  visits  were 
paid.  Casual  visits  216.  Under  Notification  of  births 
121  visits  were  paid,  1653  revisits  and  116  prenatal  visits 

In  regard  to  Cchool , work  974  children  were 
specially  examined  the  cases  being  followed  up  at  their  own 
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home*.  One  case  of  neglect  was  reported  to  the  In su ec tor 
for  Cruelty  to  Children.  Assistance  was  also  rendered 
in  the  feeding  of  children  during  the  strike,  275  meals 
being  given  out. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  causing  five  deaths.  Sight  cases  of  i carle t 

fever  were  reported,  six  being  sent  to  Hospital ; five  c es 
of  Diphtheria  four  being  sent  to  Hospital ; Typhoid  fever  one 
sent  to  Hospital,  the  latter  disease  was  contracted  outside 
the  District;  Erysipelas  5 , Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 
lieasles  including  german  21.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  8 
other  forms  6. 

the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the 
District  was  48.  Five  were  transferred  to  other  Districts 
and  nine  were  transferred  from  other  Districts  to  A1  tofts 
making  a net  total  of  52  and  a death  rate  of  10.54  the 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was 
15-8 

the  number  of  births  for  the  year  was  125  including 
6 illegitimates,  boys  numbered  59  girls  65  making  a birth 
rate  of  24*14  the  rate  for  M gland  and  bales  for  the  same 
period  was  18.5  There  were  five  deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year.  Atelectasis  1 lived  30  minutes,  Congenital  heart 
defect  1 lived  24  hours,  convulsions  1 lived  2 days  , acute 
Gastritis  1.  Acute  Cerebral  Meningitis  1. 

the  death  rate  per  10GO  births  was  40.3  as 
compared  with  64*2  in  1918.  The  rate  for  Ptegland  and  Wales 
during  1919  was  89.  The  provision  of  a public  mortuary 

is  still  as  essential  as  ever. 

Malignant  disease  caused  nine  deaths  . 

Tuberculosis  and  others  fo ms  of  Meningitis  4. 
Organic  heart  disease  4.  Pneumonia  all  forms  2.  Bronchitis  5 
other  respiratory  diseases  2.  Diphtheria  1 .Nephritis  1. 
Violence  apart  from  suicide  1. other  defined  diseases  15. 

X am.  Yours  faithfully. 

H.  SOHOLJ2FI2SLD. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  AINUAL  REPORT 

FOR 

YEAH  M IKD  31  St  DECK  1919. 


TO  th a Chairman  and  Member*  of  the 

ALTON'S  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Uea  tlemen  ; 


1 have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you 
my  Annua  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Department  for  the  year  enaed  31b t December  1919. 

There  is  a deart n of  labour  available  for 
carrying  out  the  necessary  repairs  to  properties  and  this 
coupled  with  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  building  material 
in  sufficient  quantities  where  required  is  the  cause  of 
considerable  delay  in  dealing  with  repairs  to  dwell inghouses 
and  a number  of  improvements  to  properties  I should  like  to 
see  carried  out  have  of  necessity  to  stand  in  abeyance. 
NUIBAMCBU: 

A number  of  nuisances  have  been  discovered  and  ^eal  f with 
during  the  year. 

There  were  two  unabated  nuisances  in  hand  at  the  close  of 

1918  and  113  nuisances  during  1919  were  discovered  making  s 

total  of  115.  Of  this  number  112  were  abated  leaving  3 

in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  following  summary 

shows  the  nature  of  the  said  nuisances  vis  : 

Choked  drains.  35. 

Water  in  Cellars  4 

Defective  roofs.  8 

Defective  drainage.  9 

Foul  privies  4 

Defective  spouting  11. 

Un trapped  drain®.  4 

Dangerous  building®.  2 

Unsound  Food.  1 

Miscellaneous . 35 . 

Nearly  all  the  above  mentioned  nuisances  were  abated  without 
Having  to  compel  the  abatement  by  legal  notice  and  in  three 
cases  only  had  statutory  notices  to  be  served. 
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UNSOUK D POOD 


One  carcafle  of  beef  was  condemned  *snd 


several  rolls  and  piece*  of  i^aco a as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


PRIVIES  : Jour  foul  privies  and  one  leaking  and  of  fen  sire 

privy  midden  were  abolished  and  four  water  closets  provided 
to  replace  the  same  viz 

2 y Cb  at  Messrs  Locke  c-  Cr?s  property  in  Drury  Lane, 

2 W.Ca  at  krs  Siaithoon's  property  in  George  street, 

. COWSHEDS,  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AMD  BAKEHOUSES  have  been 
visited  and  most  of  the  premise?  were  found  in  a cleanly 
state.  The  Milk  supply  of  the  District  has  been  fairly 

well  maintained,  considering  the  difficulty  experienced  by 
Milk  Producers  in  obtaining  feeding  stuff  for  cattle. 

Al though  there  me  not  so  much  Kilk  as  desired,  on  the 
whole  there  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  most  families 
and  only  seven  Milk  Priority  Certificates  were  issued  by 
the  Pood  Control  Committee  for  children  and  sick  persons . 
the  high  price  of  Milk  during  the  year  was  probably  a large 
factor  in  reducing  the  demand. 

SCAVENGING.  The  whole  of  the  refuse  of  the  District  ie 
disposed  of  by  tipping  upon  land.  ?4?  loads  have;  been 
deposited  upon  land  belonging  to  the  ifezme  in  various  parts 
of  the  District  for  agricultural  purposes,  the  remainder 
being  taken  to  the  Tip  in  Lock  Lane. 

There  has  been  a complete  change  of  Employees  in  the 
Scavenging  Department,  ©wing  to  men  leaving  to  take  up  work 
for  better  wages  and  1.  King  being  unable  to  follO^  up  night 
y ork  since  his  illness.  The  work  however  has  been  kept 
well  in  hand  and  very  few  complaints  have  been  received 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  loads  removed  ms 
251?  as  compared  with  224?  loads  last  year. 


SEWAGE  disposal  works. 


i \ 


1 'vN 

The  surface  of  the  large  filter  has  been  dug  over  ssnd  the 
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bed  given  as  much  rest  a*  possible  during  the  year,  the 
land  being  used  to  a large  extent  which  assisted  the 
filters  considerably . A very  fair  affluent  has 

been  maintained  at  these  works  during  the  year  and  n© 
complaints  have  been  received. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

During  the  year  104  houses  were  inspected.  The  greater 
part  of  these  houses  were  in  a fair  state  of  repair  and 
the  premises  kept  in  a cleanly  condition.  Where  defects 
were  found  the  Owners  were  asked  to  remedy  the  same. 

HOUSING  TOWII  PLANNING  BTC . 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  was  24 

Six  of  these  required  attention  owing  to  the  poor  state  of 
repair.  irteen  houses  had  minor  defects  and  five 

were  satisfactory. 

X am.  Yours  faithfully. 

T . H.  HAILSTQN3. 
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